
IBDP English Literature, Year 1 (English 3) Summer Reading 

 This year’s summer reading is meant to encourage you to get lost in at least one good story this summer and to 

help you prepare for the level of reading and analysis that you’ll be doing in the Diploma Program English course that 

you’ll take during your junior and senior years at Obama. This year’s options, The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende 

and A Yellow Raft in Blue Water by Michael Dorris, are two rich, exciting narratives that have both made national 

bestseller lists. Select the novel that sounds most interesting to you, do a little background research to familiarize 

yourself with the novel’s setting and context, and enjoy reading!  

Novel Options (Select one.) 

House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende: This novel was originally published in Spanish in 1982 and then, after great 

popularity in its native Chile, was translated into English in 1985, when it climbed US national bestseller lists. Allende’s 

work of magical realism weaves the stories of three generations of the Trueba family with the South American political 

turmoil of the 1970s. The Trueba family witnesses (and some participate in) political revolutions, murder, forbidden 

romances, love affairs, poisonings, betrayal, and clairvoyance. And you thought your family was weird.  

A Yellow Raft in Blue Water by Michael Dorris: Dorris’ 1987 realistic fiction narrative of three generations of one Native 

American family also earned its spot on US bestseller lists. In the novel’s beginning, fifteen-year-old Rayona’s mother 

abandons Rayona at the home of her strange and unfamiliar grandmother, leaving Rayona no sign that she would 

return. The novel tells the story of the events surrounding this incident from three different perspectives: Rayona’s, her 

mother Christine’s, and her grandmother Ida’s. Each story reveals more insight into the mysteries, dreams, choices, and 

tragedies that separated these women in their past and bind their future together.  

The Assignment 

Part 1: Background Research (100 points, Writing category) 

Select and research one of the following background topics associated with your chosen novel. Produce an 

original 2-3 minute podcast recording or a typed, MLA formatted 400-500 word article informing an audience about your 

topic and its significance to the novel. With either option, include a typed MLA-formatted Works Cited page 

documenting at least two high-quality, reliable sources you used in your research. Wikipedia is a great place to start, but 

this is not a high-quality source.  

Type your final product on your school Google Docs account or in a Word Document, as this will be one of the 

first assignments you submit to Google Classroom in the new school year.  

House of the Spirits A Yellow Raft in Blue Water 

Isabel Allende Michael Dorris 

Magical realism Native American Indian tribes in Montana—
history/culture 

Roman Catholicism in Chile  Montana Native American Indian Reservations—
life/culture/history 

The Chilean Revolution Reservation Missionary Churches 

20th century Chilean men’s and women’s roles Native American Indian Movement (1960s-1970s) 

20th century Chile social class structure Relevant pop-culture/political allusions: Walter Cronkite, 
John F. Kennedy, popular songs (“Tumbling 
Tumbleweed,” “Poor Little Fool,” “A Thousand Stars,” 
“Lipstick on Your Collar,” “Teen Angel), Christine Taylor, 
K-Tel albums, other interesting allusions 

20th century Chilean customs and culture (food, holidays, 
home life, marriages—any cultural aspect relevant to the 
novel.) 

 



Part 2: Reading and Journaling (100 points, Assessment category) 

 As you read your novel, keep a reader’s journal capturing your notes, reflections, responses, and wonderings 

about what you are reading in each chapter. Your reader’s journal must be hand-written. Label each section with the 

chapter number and from there go for independent and creative thought about your reading. Here are a few ideas for 

your chapter notes and reflections:  

 Significant quotes that represent important themes, characters, ideas, aspects of the writer’s style, etc.  

 Notes about characters and character development 

 Notes on important symbols, recurring images, or motifs 

 Questions you have about anything you’ve been reading 

 Definitions of important or unfamiliar words 

 Connections between your life experience and culture and what you’re reading  

 Connections to current events or history 

Need more ideas or prompts for your journaling? Check out the “Independent Reading Journal Prompts” resource 

attached to this assignment. 

 

Part 3: In-class Literary Analysis Essay (100 points, Writing category) 

 Be prepared to write an in-class essay analyzing significant literary aspects of your selected novel, such as 

characterization, theme development, setting, symbolism, or writing style. You will receive the prompts on the 

designated in-class essay dates and will have two days of class time to complete your essay. Take good notes in your 

reader’s journal; you’ll be able to use them for your essay!  

Parts 1 and 2 of this assignment are due by Tuesday, September 3, 2019. Turn in this packet 

with your assignment for an additional five points. 

Questions? Email Ms. Patrick Mutunga at rpatrickmutunga1@pghschools.org. 

mailto:rpatrickmutunga1@pghschools.org


Independent Reading Journal Prompts 

 

Following is a list of journal prompts. Use whatever helps you to arrive at good, interesting reflections. You do NOT 

have to use any of these if you so choose. Remember, your journal entries should be your reflections, connecting your 

novel to universal ideas, current events, history, yourself, etc. Also, pay attention to the writer’s craft. Have fun! 

 

Remember to label the chapter number for each entry in your reader’s journal.  

 

o Describe the problem/conflict of this book.  
o Summarize the main events in this book so far.  
o Who is your favorite or least favorite character?  Why?  
o Do any of the characters remind you of yourself, a family member, or a friend?  How?  
o Are there situations in the story where you would have acted differently than one of the 

characters?  Describe what you would have done.  
o Compare and contrast two characters.  Include at least three important similarities and three important 

differences.  
o Describe the setting (time and place).  Does it remind you of anywhere you are familiar with?  
o Describe the climax (the turning point of the story when the action reaches a critical point).  
o What do you like best about the story?  The least?  Why?  
o Does this story remind you of other books you have read, movies you have seen, or experiences you 

have had?  Describe the similarities.  
o Write a letter to a friend recommending this book. 
o If you could ask the author one question, what would it be?  Why do you want to know this?  
o Why do you think the author wrote this selection?  
o What did the author do in order to “hook” the reader?  Explain.  
o What “pictures” does the author create in your mind?  Draw and describe them.  
o Have you learned anything interesting that you didn’t know before reading this selection?  Explain.  
o Are the characters believable?  Why or why not?  
o Write a letter to one of the characters giving him/her advice on how to handle a problem or situation 

he/she is facing.  Be sure to include a greeting and a closing.  
o If you could spend one day with a character, who would it be and what would you do?  Explain why you 

chose these activities for this particular character.  
o How has the main character changed over the course of the story?  What do you think is the cause of 

the change?  
o What was the best part of this book?  Explain.  
o Are there any parts you would change?  Explain.  
o How did you feel while reading this book?  Why did you feel this way?  
o Pretend you are a character in the story.  Write a diary entry as the character, explaining what has 

happened to you and how you feel about it.  
o Using the text, illustrate a descriptive passage, a key scene, or a character (this should take some time 

and effort . . . no stick figures!).  Describe the picture. 
o Create a timeline of important events in the story.  Give corresponding page numbers by each event.  
o What are two attributes that describe a particular character?  Give at least two examples for each 

attribute that support your opinion.  
o Prepare an interview with your favorite character in the book. Prepare at least 10 questions to ask the 

character. Write the character’s answers to the questions.  
o Cast the film version of the book. Decide which real life actors and actresses should play the parts of 

the main characters. Include photos and descriptions of the stars you’ve selected and an explanation of 
why each is “perfect” for the part.  

o Turn the book or a portion of it into a comic book with comic-style illustrations and dialogue bubbles. 



o Create a poem that a character in the book would write. The poem may focus on a situation in the book 
or describe how the character feels about what is happening. 

o Write a postscript or a continuation to the story, explaining future occurrences in the characters’ lives. 
o Write a letter from one character to another. 
o Design a travel brochure focusing on the setting of the book. Include a map with explanatory notes of 

significant places. Describe the type of activities that tourists might find there. 
o Create the front page of a newspaper based on the events in the book. 
o Develop a fact sheet about the book, listing 10 facts that you learned from reading it. The facts must be 

written in complete sentences and include details you didn’t know before reading the book. 
o Design a book jacket for the book. Include an original book blurb and information about the author on 

the jacket along with your review comments. The jacket should “sell” the book to other readers. 
o Make a list of 10 or 15 rules by which the main character in the book lives. Tell how these rules 

compare to the rules you live by. Tell how the character’s life would have been different if you had been 
living it. 

o Pretend that you are a fortune-teller and predict what each of the main characters will be doing in their 
lives ten years after the story ends. Explain your prediction for each character. 

o Write a letter of recommendation for one of the main characters in the book. It can be a letter of 
recommendation for a job or for college admission. Discuss the good and bad points of the character 
and why you are recommending that character for the job or school. 

 

More possibilities:  

 I liked the way that the writer… 

 I didn’t like…because… 

 This novel makes me realize… 

 The most important thing about this novel is… 

 If I were (name of character), I would (wouldn’t) have  

 What happened in the novel was very realistic (unrealistic) because… 

 I agree (disagree) with the writer about … 

 I think the title is a good (strange/misleading) choice because…. 

 A better title for this book would be…because…. 

 In my opinion, the most important word (sentence/paragraph) in this novel is…because… 

 If I could talk to (name of character), I would say… 

 The novel is similar to (different from) other novels I have read because… 

 The novel is similar to (different from) other novels by this writer because … 

 


